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The following report is a summary and analysis of terrorist attacks and counter-terrorism 

operations that occurred during the months of March 2011 - May 2011, researched and 

recorded by the ICT database team.  Among others: 

Counter-Terrorist Incidents 

 

• On 15 March 2011, IDF Navy fighters intercepted the cargo vessel "Victoria" that was 

loaded with 50 tons of weapons, 200 miles off Israel’s coast. 

• Two militants were killed in a missile attack on 5 April 2011 including suspected Hamas 

militant Abdel-Latif Al-Ashqar in Port Sudan, Sudan. 

• Indonesian police were alerted on 21 April 2011, to a 330-pound explosive device that 

had been placed atop an underground gas pipeline about 100 yards from a Roman 

Catholic Church outside Jakarta. 

• On 2 May 2011, Osama bin Laden was killed at his compound in Abbotobad, Pakistan, as 

a result of a U.S. military strike conducted by a small team of United States Navy SEALs 

and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

• A suspected U.S missile attack on 7 May 2011, which targeted but failed to harm Anwar 

Awlaki, resulted in the death of brothers Musa'id and Abdullah Mubarak al-Daghari, 

who attempted to assist Al Awlaki. 

Terror related incidents 

• On 9 March 2011, 36 people were killed and 100 people wounded when a Taliban 

suicide bomber detonated his explosives at a funeral procession in the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan.  

• On 11 March 2011, five Israeli civilians were murdered in their home in Itamar, West 

Bank. Hakim Awad, 17, and his cousin Amjad Awad, 18, identified as members of the 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine were arrested on 17 April 2011, after 

confessing to committing the attack. 
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Counter-Terrorist incidents March 2011 - May 2011 

 

MARCH 2011 

• On 7 March 2011, seven ETA militants were indicted on terrorism charges for their 

alleged roles in organizing an alliance between ETA and FARC rebels. Following these 

arrests on 9 March 2011, Interpol issued a code red for the arrest of Victor Ramon 

Vargas Salazar, 36, a FARC militant and on 11 March 2011, four ETA militants, including 

Alejandro Zobaran Arriola, the suspected head of ETA, were arrested in northern France, 

at a holiday cottage in a remote village near the Belgian border.  

• Jamie Paulin-Ramirez, 32, of Leadville, Colorado pleaded guilty on 10 March 2011 to one 

count of conspiracy to provide material support to terrorists.  

• On 15 March 2011, IDF Navy fighters intercepted the cargo vessel "Victoria" that was 

loaded with 50 tons of weapons, 200 miles off Israel’s coast. 

• On 19 March 2011, Rajib Karim, 31, from Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK, was sentenced to 

30 years in prison for conspiring with Anwar al-Awlaki to plant a bomb on a transatlantic 

plane. 

APRIL 2011 

• Two militants were killed in a missile attack on 5 April 2011 including suspected Hamas 

militant Abdel-Latif Al-Ashqar in Port Sudan, Sudan. 

• On 6 April 2011, three Hamas operatives were detained for plotting to abduct Israeli 

civilians and IDF soldiers. The terrorists were identified as Amad Khamza Zaharan, 31, 

Nazam Shanina and Jihad al-Shami, 34.  
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• On 7 April 2011, Israeli security forces announced that they had imprisoned five 

members of an East Jerusalem terror cell involved in a pipe bomb attack in Jerusalem on 

6 March 2011. 

• Indonesian police were alerted on 21 April 2011, to a 330-pound explosive device that 

had been placed atop an underground gas pipeline about 100 yards from a Roman 

Catholic Church outside Jakarta. 

•  On 29 April 2011, German authorities, with the assistance of the CIA and Moroccan 

authorities, arrested three suspected al-Qa'ida militants in Düsseldorf and Essen. 

 

MAY 2011 

• On 2 May 2011, Osama bin Laden was killed at his compound in Abbotobad, Pakistan, as 

a result of a U.S. military strike conducted by a small team of United States Navy SEALs 

and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

• A suspected U.S missile attack on 7 May 2011, which targeted but failed to harm Anwar 

al Awlaki, resulted in the death of brothers Musa'id and Abdullah Mubarak al-Daghari, 

who attempted to assist al Awlaki. 

• On 10 May 2011, six men suspected of planning to travel to Pakistan and train with 

Islamic militants there, were arrested in Paris and in the surrounding towns. The 

militants were accused of links with the militants that carried out the 2002 Bali terror 

attacks. 

• Khaled Ajbariya was sentenced to five years in prison on 11 May 2011 and was fined NIS 

20,000 after confessing to providing assistance to Hamas.  
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• Two men suspected of a plot to attack a synagogue in Manhattan were arrested on 12 

May 2011 in New York City, USA. The arrests were a result of a seven month police 

operation. The suspects had obtained some weapons including pistols and hand 

grenades.  

 

• On 15 May 2011, U.S. Federal authorities arrested three members of a family from 

Florida for financing Pakistani Taliban Terrorist operations abroad including: fund 

raising, kidnappings, supporting of terrorist organizations, murder and incitement of 

anti-American hatred and attacks.   

 

• On 17 May 2011, Muhammad Ali Qasim Yaqub, alias Abu Suhaib al-Makki, was arrested 

in Karachi for his connection to bin Laden and senior al-Qa'ida leadership.  Yakub is 

suspected as being a courier for Osama bin Laden and Aiman al-Zawahiri.  

 

• On 19 May 2011, the U.S. placed the Army of Islam, a Palestinian militant group based in 

the Gaza Strip on its official terrorism blacklist. 
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Terror related incidents March 2011-May 2011 

MARCH 2011 

• On 2 March 2011, Arid Uka, 21, killed two U.S. airman and injured two other U.S. 

soldiers when he attacked a military bus at 15:20 at Frankfurt International airport. 

• On 8 March 2011, 25 people were killed and 152 injured, when a car bomb was 

detonated close to a military intelligence agency in Faisalabad, Pakistan. 

• On 9 March 2011, 36 people were killed and 100 people wounded when a Taliban 

suicide bomber detonated his explosives at a funeral procession in the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan.  

• On 11 March 2011, five Israeli civilians were murdered in their home in Itamar, West 

Bank. Hakim Awad, 17, and his cousin Amjad Awad, 18, identified as members of the 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine were arrested on 17 April 2011, after 

confessing to committing the attack. 

• On 14 March 2011, 36 people were killed and 40 people injured when a Taliban suicide 

bomber, disguised as an army recruit, attacked a military recruitment center in Kunduz, 

Afghanistan. 

• On 23 March 2011, one person was killed and 39 injured when a bomb exploded at a 

bus stop in central Jerusalem, Israel. 

APRIL 2011 

• On 3 April 2011, 49 people were killed and 100 injured when three explosions occurred 

at three locations within the Sakhi Sarwar shrine located in Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan. 
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• On 11 April 2011, 11 people were killed and 204 injured in an explosion that targeted 

the metro system in Minsk, Belarus.  

• On 15 April 2011, 28 people were injured, including many police officers, when a suicide 

bomber detonated his explosives during Friday prayers at a mosque in a police 

compound in the city of Cirebon, West Java, Indonesia.  It was the first time a suicide 

bomber had attacked from within a mosque in Indonesia.  

• On 28 April 2011, 17 people were killed and 23 injured when a bomb was remotely 

detonated at the Argana cafe in Djemaa el-Fna square, Marrakech, Morocco. 

MAY 2011 

• On 4 May 2011, 21 people were killed and 75 injured, when a suicide car bomber drove 

his vehicle into a barrier outside a police building in Hillah, Iraq 

• On 17 May 2011, a suicide bomber detonated his explosives outside the headquarters of 

the security services in Aktobe, Kazakhstan wounding three people, including a security 

guard. This was the first time a suicide bombing had occurred in Kazakhstan. 

• On 19 May 2011, 27 people were killed and 89 injured, in a coordinated car bomb attack 

that targeted local police in Kirkuk, Iraq. 

 

• On 23 May 2011, approximately six armed members of the Pakistani Taliban attacked a 

military base in Karachi, Pakistan, killing 16 people.  Two militants were killed, a third 

detonated himself and another was buried under debris and that two other militants 

escaped. 
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• On 26 May 2011, 32 people were killed and 56 wounded when a suicide car bomber 

attacked the office of District Coordination Officer (DCO) in Hangu, Pakistan. 
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Detailed reports for counter-terrorist incidents that occurred  

between March 2011 and May 2011: 

AFRICA 

Sudan 

 

• On 5 April 2011, two militants were killed in a missile attack that targeted their vehicle 

that was said to be carrying Hamas militant Abdel-Latif al-Ashqar in Port Sudan, Sudan. 

No group claimed responsibility for the attack. There were conflicting reports as to 

whether the attack was carried out by a missile or a plane. The militants were traveling 

in a Hyundai Sonata car when it was hit. The vehicle was followed by a track that was 

carrying weapons. Information to determine whether the attack was carried out by an 

aircraft, apache helicopters or a special unit firing a ground missile towards the vehicle is 

unclear. There were also reports that suggested a AGM-114 Hellfire air-to-surface 

missile was used in the strike. The motive behind the strike was believed to counter the 

arming of Hamas and the illegal smuggling of weapons to the Gaza Strip. Sudanese 

authorities identified the men as Jibril and Issa Hadab, both of whom were Sudanese 

nationals but were previously unknown to police for having links to terror, weapons 

trafficking or Hamas. Al-Ashqar’s family and different reports suggested he did not die in 

the attack although he was present in the attack. Following the explosion, the Sudanese 

responded with anti-aircraft fire. The Sudanese government blamed Israel due to 

evidence connected to the missiles that were used in the attack. The Sudanese 
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government said that Israel is the only country in the region with an AGM-114 Hellfire 

air-to-surface missile. Israel did not confirm or comment on the incident.
1
 

 

Kenya 

• On 10 May 2011, six people in possession of bomb making materials were arrested in 

Mobassa, Kenya. According to the police they were on their way to join the al-Shabab 

militia in Somalia. The suspects were arrested on the Lamu-Malindi highway by 

detectives from the anti-terror police unit.
2
 The suspect’s identities were not officially 

released to the public, but sources in the army told the press that the suspected 

activists arrested included a Pakistani, two Somalis who held U.S. citizenship and three 

local residents accused of hosting them. The suspects were flown to Nairobi for further 

interrogation after being questioned by the army and the police, at the Mandera 

military camp.3
 

ASIA / SOUTH EAST ASIA: 

Pakistan 

• On 2 May 2011, Osama bin Laden was killed in a U.S. military strike conducted by a small 

team consisting of members of the United States Navy SEALs and the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA). U.S. President Barak Obama had authorized the operation on 

29 April 2011. In 2003, U.S. intelligence discovered that a man known as Abu Ahmed Al 

Kuwaiti, or "Father of Ahmed - the Kuwaiti" was a messenger for bin Laden. In 2004, a 

detainee in Guantanamo Bay claimed that bin Laden trusted the courier to carry his 

                                                           
1
 Sudan Tribune, “Hamas official in charge of weapons killed in Port Sudan attack: report", 6 April 2011; 

2
 Allafrica.com, "Kenya: Six Terror Suspects Arrested", 10 May 2011; 

3
 Reuters, "Kenya arrests six Shabaab fighters in border town", 10 May 2011; 
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messages. Intelligence officials eventually traced the courier to northern Pakistan and 

later to a compound where bin Laden was believed to be hiding. In 2007, U.S. 

intelligence identified the courier but was unable to locate him. As a result of further 

intelligence in 2009, U.S. intelligence discovered a location where the courier and his 

brother were believed to be operating from but the exact address was still unknown. On 

1 August 2010 it became apparent that the compound was located in Abbotobad, 

Pakistan. Analysts suspected that the compound was the shelter to a high value target 

due to its large size and high security walls. President Obama commanded CIA chief 

Leon Panetta to make the capture or killing of bin laden his primary aim. On 1 

September 2010, the C.I.A. and President Obama made assessments that lead them to 

believe that Bin Laden may be located at the compound. By Mid-February 2011, the U.S. 

government decided that there was sound intelligence basis to pursue this aggressively 

and develop courses of action. President Obama held a series of National Security 

Council meetings to discuss options for capturing or killing Bin Laden Between 14-28 

March 2011. On 29 April 2011, President Obama authorized the operation.
4
 

 

On 2 May 2011, at 12:30 Pakistan time,  a 40-man Navy SEALs squadron raided bin 

Laden's compound in Abbotobad, 31 miles north of the Pakistani capital of Islamabad, 

Pakistan. The raid lasted 40 minutes. Four U.S.-owned and operated helicopters 

launched from a base in Afghanistan and dropped 24 men onto the grounds of the 

compound. One helicopter suffered a "hard landing" after experiencing a "flight control 

issue" and was destroyed on site. Local residents were commanded to turn off all lights 

and not leave their homes. Witnesses then reported hearing the sound of firearms. 

 

                                                           
4
 New York Times, "How Osama bin Laden Was Located and Killed", 2 May 2011 
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The compound was built on a large plot of land, and was heavily secured, with 12-to-18-

foot walls topped with barbed wire. Internal walls sectioned off different parts of the 

compound. Two security gates restricted access and the occupants burned their 

garbage, rather than leaving it for collection like their neighbors. The compound had 

few windows, the home faced the outside of the compound and the terrace had a 

seven-foot (2.1 meter) privacy wall. The compound was valued at approximately $1 

million and had no telephone or internet service connections.  

 

Abbotobad is a military garrison town located in North West Pakistan and is home to 

Pakistan’s most esteemed training academy. International criticism of the role of 

Pakistan and their attempts to prevent terrorism resulted from the fact that bin Laden 

had been hiding in this compound so close to the military training ground.
5
 U.S. counter-

terrorism Chief John Brennan said that he believed bin Laden had been living in the 

compound for 5-6 years.
6
  

 

On entering the building, the commandos split into two smaller teams, where the initial 

U.S. team searched the first floor of the main building where bin Laden's family and one 

other family lived. The second U.S. team cleared a separate building on the compound 

where yet another family had been living alongside bin Laden. The first team killed the 

two couriers and a woman, who got caught in the crossfire on the first floor of the main 

building. This team found bin Laden and his family on the upper two floors.  The woman, 

who was injured, is believed to be bin Laden's fourth wife, Amal al-Ahmed Sadah from 

Yemen. She was shot in the leg when she "rushed" one of the U.S. commandos as he 

entered the room that bin Laden was found in. Osama bin Laden was shot twice, once in 

                                                           
5
 BBC, "Pakistan dismisses US raid fears", 3 May 2011; 

6
 Haaretz, "U.S.: Bin Laden lived in Pakistan compound for at least 5 years", 3 May 2011; 
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the chest and once in the head. He was not armed although he attempted to locate a 

weapon. No Americans were hurt or killed during the raid. Bin Laden's remains were 

disposed of during an at-sea burial which began at 01:10 EST (0510 GMT) and was 

completed at 02:00 EST. Traditional procedures for Islamic burial were followed. The 

body was washed, placed in a white sheet and then put in a weighted bag. A military 

officer read prepared religious remarks which were translated into Arabic by a native 

speaker. After the recitation was completed, the body was put on a prepared flat board, 

tipped up, whereupon the deceased's body eased into the sea.7 U.S. officials confirmed 

his death by comparing bin Laden’s DNA to the bin Laden "family DNA". A visual ID was 

also made. Photo comparisons and other facial recognition were also used in the 

identification process and a full biometric analysis of facial and body features were 

used.
8
 At 23:35 on 1 May 2011, President Obama made a televised statement where he 

announced bin Laden’s death to the world. The U.S. State Department issued a global 

travel alert to all U.S. citizens saying there could be an outbreak of anti-American 

violence. The warning will remain in effect until 1 August 2011.
9
 

 

Many world leaders released statements to congratulate the U.S. government on the 

mission, but also to warn those of the ongoing threat of global terrorism. George W. 

Bush, under whose presidency the 9/11 attacks occurred, released a statement saying, 

"The fight against terror goes on, but tonight America has sent an unmistakable 

message: No matter how long it takes, justice will be done."
10

 Hamas leader Ismail 

Haniyeh, however, released a statement that said; “We condemn the assassination of a 

                                                           
7
 Telegraph, "Osama bin Laden dead: body buried at sea", 2 May 2011; 

8
 CNN, "How did U.S. confirm the body was bin Laden's?", 3 May 2011; 

9
 AFP, "US issues global travel alert after bin Laden's death", 2 May 2011; 

10
 New York Times, "How Osama bin Laden Was Located and Killed", 2 May 2011; 
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Muslim and Arab warrior". (Reuters, 2011) A spokesman for Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP) also threatened to kill Asif Ali Zardari and to carry out attacks on the Pakistan's 

Army and the United States military, as a response to the killing of bin Laden.
11

 

 

• On 17 May 2011, Muhammad Ali Qasim Yaqub, alias Abu Suhaib al-Makki, was arrested 

in Karachi, Pakistan, for his connection to Osama bin Laden and the senior al-Qa'ida 

leadership. It was unclear whether Makki's arrest was a result of Pakistani or U.S. 

intelligence.
12

 Authorities claim that Yakub acted as a messenger between Osama bin 

Laden and Aiman al-Zawahiri and suspect that Yakub used a mobile phone and a 

tracking device to send new information about al-Qaeda's activities. His role as a 

recruiter which required him to travel enabled him to avoid being caught. He spent time 

living briefly in Faisalabad, Karachi, Peshawar and Abbotobad.
13

 

Indonesia 

• On 21 April 2011, Indonesian police thwarted a major terror attack, when they were 

tipped off that a 330-pound explosive device had been placed atop an underground gas 

pipeline about 100 yards from a Roman Catholic Church outside Jakarta. The church is 

capable of holding up to 3,000 people. Investigators suspected that the bomb was set to 

go off during Good Friday celebrations when the church would be filled with 

worshippers.
14

 

 

                                                           
11

 AKI, "Bin Laden: Pakistan's Taliban pledges revenge attacks", 2 May 2011; 
12

 Guardian, "Pakistan homes in on Osama Bin Laden network with arrest of al-Qaida man", 17 May 2011; 
13

 IBT, "Al-Makki, key operative between bin Laden and al-Zawahiri", 9 May 2011; 
14

 NY Daily, "Good Friday plot feared after 330-lbs bomb is found near gas-line by Catholic church in Indonesia", 21 

April 2011; 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / SOUTH AMERICA 

Canada 

• On 4 March 2011, Shareef Abdelhaleem, 36, was sentenced to life in prison for his role 

in the "Toronto 18" cell. The group had plotted to detonate three one-ton fertilizer 

bombs, including two in downtown Toronto, Canada. However, the plot was foiled. 

Abdelhaleem was found guilty in February 2010 for his role in helping the main leader of 

the cell, Zakaria Amara, to plot the attack. Abdelhaleem and 17 others, who came to be 

known in the media as the Toronto 18, were arrested in 2006 and charged with 

terrorism offenses. Abdelhaleem was the last of the group to be sentenced. 

Abdelhaleem was older than most of the others in the cell and was different because he 

had a career as an IT specialist and earned a high salary. He was radicalized and became 

interested in extremist Islam and jihad before joining the others.
15

 

Colombia 

• On 9 March 2011, Interpol issued a code red for the arrest of Victor Ramon Vargas 

Salazar, 36, a Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) militant. He was wanted 

in connection with his ties to ETA. Salazar is accused of having a role in the assassination 

attempt of two Spanish ex-presidents in Madrid. ETA militants are believed to have had 

a role in the incident as well.
16

 

 

 

                                                           
15

 CBC News, "Toronto 18 member gets life sentence", 4 March 2011; 
16

 UPI, "Interpol issues code red for FARC member", 9 March 2011; 



 

 15 

March – May 2011 

ICT Incidents Database 

Periodical Report 

United States of America 

•  On 10 March 2011, Jamie Paulin-Ramirez, 32, of Leadville, Colorado pleaded guilty to 

one count of conspiracy to provide material support to terrorists. By pleading guilty, 

Paulin-Ramirez avoided a trial but faced a sentence of 15 years in prison.
17

 Ramirez was 

charged in April 2010, together with Colleen R. LaRose, also known as Jihad Jane. Police 

believe Ramirez and LaRose plotted to attend military style training in South Asia and 

that they then intended to travel to Europe in order to participate in jihad.
18

  

• On 12 May 2011, two men who were suspected of a plot to attack a synagogue in 

Manhattan were arrested in New York City, USA. The arrests were a result of a seven 

month police operation. The suspects had obtained some weapons including pistols and 

hand grenades. One of the men sold drugs in order to purchase the weapons and had 

been arrested in the past for drug possession and drug dealing for jihad.
19

 Ahmed 

Ferhani, 26, was arrested at 58th Street along the West Side Highway. He had met with 

a police officer who posed as a gun dealer. Ferhani had discussed growing a beard and 

side curls to appear to look like a Hasidic Jew. He also expressed an interest in attacking 

the Empire State Building. He had no ties to any terror organization but his motive 

behind the foiled attack was a deep hatred of Jews and a belief that Muslims are 

mistreated throughout the world. Ferhani, along with a 20-year-old naturalized United 

States citizen from Morocco, were charged with second-degree conspiracy as a crime of 

terrorism, second-degree conspiracy as a hate crime and second-degree criminal 

                                                           
17

 LA Times, "Jihad Jane' co-defendant pleads guilty to terrorism charge", 10 March 2011; 
18

 Inquirer, "Female jihadist pleads guilty to terrorism charges", 10 March 2011; 
19

 Jerusalem post, "2 nabbed on suspicion of plotting NY synagogue attack", 12 May 2011; 
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possession of a weapon as a crime of terrorism. If convicted highest charge the men 

faced life in prison without parole.
20

  

 

• On 15 May 2011, U.S. Federal authorities arrested three members of a Florida family for 

financing of Pakistani Taliban Terrorist operations overseas which included; fund raising, 

kidnappings, supporting of terrorist organizations, murder and incitement of anti-

American hatred and attacks overseas.
21

 Police arrested Hafiz Muhammad Sher Ali 

Khan, 74 who worked as an Iman in Florida, together with his two sons his sons Irfaz 

Kahn, 37 and Izhar Kahn, 24.  Authorities said the suspected plotters of the attack was 

Hafiz Muhammad Sher Ali Khan's daughter, identified as Amina Kahn, her son Alam Zeb 

and another individual identified as Ali Rehman. All three escaped arrest and police 

suspect they are hiding in Pakistan. Authorities have also picked up several recordings of 

Kahn inciting hatred against the U.S. stating that Jihad activities were part of God’s will. 

Thedeny they have any links to the Taliban.
22

 U.S officials alleged that in July 2009 Khan 

and Irfan Khan participated in a recorded conversation in which Khan suggested they 

should launch an attack on the Pakistani Embassy that would resemble the September 

2008 suicide bombing of the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad, Pakistan. In September 2010, 

Hafiz Khan was recorded participating in a conversation in which he stated that; "he 

would provide that individual with contact information for Pakistani Taliban militants in 

Karachi, and upon hearing that Mujahideen in Afghanistan had killed seven American 

soldiers, declared his wish that God kill 50,000 more."
23

 

                                                           
20

 New York Times, "Suspects in Terror Case Wanted to Kill Jews, Officials Say", 12 May 2011; 
21

 U.S Department of Justice, "Six Individuals Charged for Providing Material Support to the Pakistani Taliban",14 

May 2011; 
22

 Los Angeles Times, "Six indicted in plot to raise money for terrorism; 1 is held in L.A.", 15 May 2011; 
23

 U.S Department of Justice, "Six Individuals Charged for Providing Material Support to the Pakistani Taliban",14 

May 2011; 
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• On 19 May 2011, the U.S government placed the Army of Islam, a Palestinian militant 

group based in the Gaza Strip, on its official terrorism blacklist. The Army of Islam gained 

notoriety in 2006 when it worked with Hamas to capture Gilad Schalit and was also 

involved in the 2007 abduction of BBC journalist Alan Johnston. The two groups are now 

rivals. The Army of Islam is also thought to be responsible for a number of rocket attacks 

on Israel as well as attacks on Egyptian civilians in 2009, which resulted in casualties and 

deaths.
24

 

 

EUROPE / EASTERN EUROPE 

Germany 

• On 29 April 2011, German authorities, with the assistance of the CIA and Moroccan 

authorities, arrested three suspected al-Qa'ida militants in Düsseldorf and Essen, as a 

result of a seven month investigation. Authorities suspected that militants planned to 

detonate an explosive device containing shrapnel components intending to target a 

crowded public bus and the Eurovision Contest; that was to take place in Düsseldorf on 

14 May 2011.
25

  The raid was conducted after investigators determined the group had 

begun to purchase necessary components for testing a bomb.  Investigators revealed 

that flight passenger information provided information in tracking the cell.  The CIA 

agents then alerted German officials to the unusual travel patterns of the suspects.  

Authorities believe the cell communicated through telephone call shops and used USB 

sticks. Investigators became aware of the cell as a result of questioning German national 

                                                           
24

Jerusalem Post, "US adds Gaza militant group to terrorism list", 19 May 2011; 
25

 CNN, "Al Qaeda suspects arrested in Germany; explosives reportedly seized", 29 April 2011; 
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Ahmed Siddiqui, who was arrested in Afghanistan in 2010 and provided further 

information about sleeper cells in Germany.
26

 The suspects were identified as a 

Moroccan national, a German with Moroccan citizenship and a German with Iranian 

citizenship and are believed to have links with al-Qa’ida militant Atiyah Abd-al Rahman. 

Abdeladim K., 29, the German citizen of Moroccan descent, was identified as the leader 

of the cell and the mastermind for planning the attacks.  Authorities believe he attended 

an al-Qa’ida training camp in Waziristan in 2010. Abdeladim maintained contacts with 

terror cells in Austria, Kosovo and Morocco.27 The other two indicted were identified as 

Jamil S., 31, and Amid C. 19 who has joint German and Iranian citizenship.28  

 

France 

• On 23 March 2011, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France was evacuated due to a bomb 

threat and the discovery of a suspicious package. Police officers cordoned off the area 

beneath the tower and soldiers in camouflage gear patrolled the site after the 

evacuation. A police official said that after receiving an anonymous call to say a bomb 

would explode at 17:00, nearly 4,000 people were evacuated from the tower and its 

surrounding area. An official at SETE, the company that manages the tower, announced 

that a suspicious package had been found on the plaza beneath the tower however, no 

explosives were found and no group claimed responsibility.29  

 

• On 10 May 2011, authorities in Paris arrested six suspected militants for allegedly 

planning to travel to Pakistan and train with Islamic militants there. The suspects had 

                                                           
26

 Spiegel, "CIA Part of Investigation of 'Dusseldorf Cell'", 29 April 2011; 
27

 The Local, "Al-Qaida suspects were 'testing shrapnel bomb'", 30 April 2011; 
28

 New York Times, "German Terrorism Arrests Disrupt Qaeda Inquiry", 30 April 2011; 
29

 AP, "Eiffel Tower evacuated after bomb threat", 23 March 2011; 
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been in contact with two French citizens who had been arrested in the Pakistani city of 

Lahore in January 2011. They were accused of belonging to the group that carried out 

the 2002 Bali terror attacks.
30

 Authorities said that the arrests did not indicate an 

immediate terror attack targeting France but rather the suspects were seeking 

explosives and weapon training with the intention to return to France and carry out a 

terror attack in the future.
31

  

 

Spain 

• On 1 March 2011, four ETA militants were arrested as a result of a police raid in Bilbao 

and Galdakao, Spain. The suspects were identified as Daniel Pastor Alonso, 37; Zapirarin 

Romano, 34; Beatriz Caballero Etxebarria, 33; Lorena Lopez Diez, 31. As a result of the 

raid, two hundred kilograms of explosives, weapons and bomb-making materials were 

seized. The weapons included a sub-machine gun, a Browning pistol, a 38 caliber Smith 

& Wesson revolver and ammunition.
32

 The explosives were made up of 180 kilograms of 

ammonium nitrate and 15 liters of nitro methane. The police said the bomb-making 

materials they found consisted of detonating cords, blasting caps, aluminum powder, 

and materials for molding PVC pipes and pumps that could be used to manufacture 

home-made grenade launchers. The authorities were trying to determine whether or 

not these weapons had been used in any previous attacks. As a result of the raid, police 

also discovered forged Spanish police and military documents.
33

  The militants were 

linked to several attacks, including the killing of a police intelligence officer in the 
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Basque region
34

 and a car-bombing of a Civil Guard barracks in Burgos. Both of these 

attacks occurred in 2009.
35

 

 

•  On 7 March 2011, seven ETA militants were indicted on terrorism charges, by Spanish 

High Court Judge Eloy Velasco, for their alleged roles in organizing an alliance between 

ETA and FARC rebels. These indictments were part of a trial investigating the links 

between the two groups. Francisco Javier Lopez Pena, Mikel Kabikoitz Carrera Sarobe 

and Arturo Cubillas were charged with membership of a terrorist group.
36

   Cubillas 

resided in Venezuela and worked for President Hugo Chavez's government, holding a 

high post in the Ministry of Agriculture since he obtained his citizenship through 

marriage.  In 2010, the Spanish government asked for his extradition but Venezuela 

refused to hand him over. Cubillas was accused of co-coordinating training and 

instruction of arms and terrorist techniques from Venezuela for ETA. He had previously 

denied the allegations.
37

 Jose Lorenzo Ayestaren and Jose Ignacio Olaskoaga were also 

indicted for possession of explosives in relation with ETA.  Iraitz Guesalaga and Iurgi 

Mendinueta were charged with collaborating with terrorists.
38

 

 

• On 11 March 2011, four ETA militants including Alejandro Zobaran Arriola, the 

suspected head of ETA, were arrested in northern France at a holiday cottage in a 

remote village near the Belgian border overlooking the hamlet of Willencourt, France. 

Police seized firearms and documents from the cottage. The owner of the cottage 
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allegedly alerted police to the men when he became suspicious of their identity 

documents. They had reportedly tried to pass themselves off as students.
39

 

 

•  On 13 April 2011, brothers Jose Aitor Esnaola, 40, and Igor Esnaola, 36, were arrested at 

a farmhouse in the Guipzcoa village of Legorreta, Spain. They were accused of supplying 

weapons and explosives to ETA and were named in documents discovered in previous 

raids against ETA. Police also seized bomb making equipment that included 1,870lb of 

the agricultural fertilizer, ammonium nitrate, and detonators.
40

 Both men were 

previously unknown to police and did not have prior police records. Police suspect the 

men worked to distribute arms to other cells in the ETA. The suspects were members of 

an unregistered cell called Erreka. Documents found from 2002 show that the group has 

been active at least since then.
41

 

 

• On 22 March 2011, Mohamed Omar Dehbi, a U.S. citizen of Algerian origin, was cleared 

due to lack of evidence of Spanish allegations that he transferred funds to an al-Qa'ida 

cell. His assets were also unfrozen. He was detained in September 2010 at his house 

near Barcelona on suspicion of money-laundering and funneling money to al-Qa'ida. He 

has since demanded a public apology from the Spanish government.
42

 

United Kingdom 

• On 8 March 2011, police in Strathclyde, Scotland, accompanied by firearms officers, 

raided a house at 06:05 in the Whiteinch suburb of Glasgow, Scotland and arrested a 

male suspect, 30, in connection with the 11 December 2010 suicide bomb attack in 
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Stockholm, Sweden. The Swedish Security Service said the arrest was made following 

joint work between Scotland and Sweden and was made under the Terrorism Act 

2000.
43

  

• On 9 March 2011, Terence Brown, 47, was found guilty on nine charges of terrorism and 

a further count relating to the proceeds of crime in Winchester, United Kingdom. Brown 

was found guilty of publishing a guide to bomb making and for selling CDs that he made 

at his home in Portsmouth, UK that contained instructions on how to make bombs. He 

denied all the charges. During his trial, the court was told how Brown had created a 

website based on the Anarchist's Cookbook, a book from the 1970s that explained how 

to make bombs. The website sold CDs that had information compiled from an al-Qa'ida 

training manual and the Mujahideen Poisons book. He stated that he created the 

website as an investment and did not believe terrorist would use it. The website was 

estimated to have generated tens of thousands of pounds.
44

 

• Rajib Karim, 31, from Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK, was jailed on 19 March 2011, for 30 

years for plotting to launch a terror attack from the UK. Rajib Karim tried to use his 

position working as a computer expert for British Airways to plant a bomb on a plane as 

part of a conspiracy plan with Anwar al-Awlaki, the leader of Al-Qa'ida in the Arabian 

Peninsula. Karim had hoped he could cause an explosion mid- air on an international 

flight. He was found guilty last month of four counts of planning terrorism. He was 

sentenced at Woolwich Crown court and the Judge stated that Karim should be 

automatically deported after he has completed his sentence. Karib and his brother had 

contacted Anwar al-Awlaki and told him that they wanted to fight jihad overseas. Awlaki 

encouraged Karim to stay at British Airways, avoiding security to find a way of getting a 

                                                           
43

 BBC, "Arrest in Glasgow over Stockholm bombing", 8 March 2011; 
44

 BBC, "Portsmouth man guilty of publishing 'terror handbook'", 9 March 2011; 



 

 23 

March – May 2011 

ICT Incidents Database 

Periodical Report 

bomb on a plane. Awlaki told him that exploiting the company in this way could be the 

breakthrough al-Qa'ida was looking for. Karim agreed and tried to find a way he could 

crash the airlines computer system, which would bring chaos to international travel. 

Karim also pleaded guilty to involvement with extremists who wanted to overthrow 

Bangladesh's government.
45

 

Greece 

• On 14 March 2011, police in Greece arrested six people in Volos and Athens, Greece. 

Those arrested included three suspected members of the Conspiracy Neclei of Fore 

group (SPF), which had claimed responsibility for a series of letter bombs in 2010. Greek 

anti-terrorist police confiscated three automatic assault rifles, seven handguns, a 

revolver, ammunition, police uniforms, wigs, computers, radios, metal clubs and 

knuckle-dusters; all of which were found at the safe house.
46

 Police stated that they also 

discovered what they believed were 'hit notes" in the Volos safe house. They suspect 

that the men, identified as Giorgos Nikolopoulos, 25, Bolano Ntamiano, 24, and Christos 

Tsakalos, 32, were planning a bank robbery, which was intended to fund the operation 

of their group.
47

 

MIDDLE-EAST 

 

Israel 

• On 15 March 2011, IDF Navy fighters intercepted the cargo vessel "Victoria" that was 

loaded with 50 tons of weapons, 200 miles off Israel’s coast.  The German owned vessel, 
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flying under a Liberian flag, was operated by a French shipping company. German, 

French and Liberian authorities were all notified of the ship’s seizure.  The incident was 

part of a routine IDF security check to prevent arms smuggling. The Navy had been 

monitoring the vessel after receiving intelligence several days prior to the incident. The 

IDF believed that the ship departed from a port in Latakia, Syria where it proceeded to 

Mercin, Turkey for a stopover. The IDF said that Turkey and Egypt were not linked in any 

way to the incident.
48

 The ship then headed for the port of Alexandria in Egypt where it 

was intercepted, approximately 200 miles off Israel's coast. The vessel was then brought 

by the Israeli Navy to the Ashdod port for further inspection.49 Israeli Navy commandos, 

from Flotilla 13, were met with no resistance and were shown cargo certificates that 

illustrated the 39 containers had been loaded in the Syrian port of Latakia. According to 

the certificates, the containers were licensed to contain cotton and lentils, but when the 

commandos pulled out the first row of sacks they discovered crates of mortar shells and 

advanced anti-ship missiles. The ship’s crew was unaware of the weapons on board.
50

 

The IDF suspected the weapons originated in Iran and were intended to aid Hamas 

militants in Gaza. Instruction manuals, written in Farsi, were found within the shipment, 

along with other symbols of the Army of the Guardians of the Islamic Revolution. Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made a statement to the press, where he said that 

the weaponry originated in Iran and that Iran is responsible for aiding "terrorist forces in 

Lebanon, Hezbollah, and terrorist forces in Gaza."
51

 

• On 6 April 2011, the Shin Bet detained three Hamas militants for plotting to abduct 

Israeli civilians and IDF soldiers. The terrorists were identified as Amad Khamza Zaharan, 
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31, Nazam Shanina and Jihad al-Shami, 34.  The Shin Bet claimed that the militants had 

intended to purchase a vehicle with Israeli license plates and planned to obtain forged 

Israeli ID cards in order to gain entry into Israel.  The operation was allegedly financed 

by Hamas. The suspects planned to use a tunnel or a separate room in their home to 

hold the abducted soldier. Al-Shami was to reside in the home to guard the abducted 

soldier while maintaining a daily routine.  Amad Khamza Zaharan was the alleged leader 

of the cell; he had been released from Israeli prison in December 2010. Nazam Shanina 

and Jihad al-Shami, who are both originally from the Gaza Strip, became acquainted 

with Zaharan whilst in prison. 52 

• Israeli security forces announced on 7 April 2011, that they had imprisoned five 

members of an East Jerusalem terror cell in March 2011. Those arrested were involved 

in a pipe bomb attack in Jerusalem on 6 March 2011. The five members were residents 

of the Sur Bahir neighborhood in East Jerusalem, and the cell had been planning attacks 

since the IDF Operation Cast Lead in 2009. Nimar served a sentence in Israel from 2006 - 

2007. The group organized their operation in a coffee shop. Mahmoud Diwat said he 

planned to place the bomb at a hitchhiker post in Gilo in Jerusalem.
53

 According to the 

Shin Bet, the group was planning new terror attacks at the time of their arrest. They 

intended to copy the shooting at the Mercaz Harav Yeshiva in Jerusalem in March 2008 

using money from Jordan to purchase guns. The cell received 10,000 Jordanian dinar 

from Jordan through Hamas. The pipe bomb attack was in retaliation for the arrest of 

the group’s fifth member, Jihad Atun, who was arrested in February 2011. The suspects 

were charged with helping an enemy in war, participation in a terrorist organization, 
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contact with foreign agents and an attempt to devise weapons.  The group was also 

accused of property transaction for the purpose of terrorism. 
54

 

• Khaled Ajbariya an Israeli-Arab from Umm el-Fahm was sentenced on 11 May 2011, to 

five years in prison for collaborating with Hamas. He was also fined NIS 20,000 for 

maintaining ties with Hamas over the course of a few years.
55

 His brother-in-law, Mazen 

Mahzuma, was also arrested. Nabil, Mahzuma’s brother, a known Hamas operative, was 

Ajbariya's contact and had transferred approximately $120,000 to Ajbariya and 

Mahzuma with the assistance of Mahmoud Mahzuma, another member of the family. 

Ajbariya and Nabil met in Saudi Arabia on numerous occasions while on Haj, a holy 

pilgrimage during the Muslim holiday of Ramadan. During their meetings in Saudi 

Arabia, Nabil had instructed Ajbariya to locate an arms cache near Tzipori, Israel. 

Additionally, Ajbariya had provided Nabil with information on the status of Israeli Arabs 

as well as the situation in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Upon his return to Israel, 

Ajbariya was unsuccessful in locating the arms cache, even after Nabil had supplied him 

with a more detailed map that included a photograph of the location.
56

 

Yemen 

• On 7 May 2011, a suspected U.S missile attack that targeted Anwar al- Awlaki resulted in 

the death of brothers Musa'id and Abdullah Mubarak al-Daghari. Al-Awlaki escaped 

unhurt. The strike was believed to have been conducted by the U.S. military but had 

close cooperation between the Department of Defense, the CIA and Yemeni officials. 

Local residents and a Yemeni security official said that in the first strike, three rockets 

were fired at a pickup truck in which al-Awlaki, a Saudi militant, and other suspected al-
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Qa'ida members were traveling outside the village of Jahwa, located approximately 20 

miles away from the Shebwa provincial capital. Those missiles did not hit their target.  

The two Yemeni brothers then rushed to the scene of the attack. Al Awlaki switched 

vehicles with them, leaving the two Yemenis in the pickup. A single drone then hit the 

pickup truck, killing the brothers inside. Al-Awlaki escaped in the other vehicle along 

with the Saudi. The timing of the incident was believed to be a calculated decision by 

the Yemeni president to prove his counter-terrorism credentials to international allies 

like America and Saudi Arabia, which have been involved in intense diplomatic 

negotiations to get him to step down from office. The Yemeni security official said that 

his government believed that al-Awlaki had been hiding in Abdan village for 

approximately two weeks prior to the attack.
57
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Detailed reports for terrorist attacks that occurred  

during the months of March - May 2011: 

AFRICA 

Morocco 

• On 28 April 2011, 17 people were killed and 23 injured, when a bomb was remotely 

detonated at the Argana cafe in Djemaa el-Fna square, Marrakech, Morocco. The 

victims included six French Nationals, a British travel writer identified as Peter Moss, 

two Canadians, an Israeli, one Dutch citizen, a Swiss national and two Moroccans. The 

cafe was a popular tourist attraction.  Authorities identified the bomber as Moroccan 

citizen Adil Al Athmani, 25. 58 Police believe he wore a wig and carried a guitar as a 

disguise. Athmani allegedly left two bags containing bombs on the cafe terrace and 

then minutes after leaving the café, he detonated them using a mobile phone. He was 

tracked down through a phone found at the site of the explosion. Three other suspects 

were arrested on 10 May 2011, in connection to the attack. Initial investigations 

showed that the bomb was made up of nitrate and ammonium and two TATP 

(triacetonetriperoxyde) explosives. Nails were also discovered at the scene of the 

attack. No group claimed immediate responsibility for the attack, however, authorities 

suspected AQIM due to the type of explosives used in the attack.59  
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Nigeria 

• On 3 March 2011, at approximately 1330, three people were killed instantly and a 

fourth person died as a result of his injuries, when a bomb was thrown from a moving 

vehicle and exploded by a roadside vegetable market in Abuja, Nigeria. As a result of 

the explosion 38 people were wounded. The intended target was a political rally being 

held by the People's Democratic Party (PDP) ahead of the April 2011 elections. The 

explosion occurred shortly after Mu'azu Babangida Aliyu; the state governor concluded 

his address. He escaped unhurt.
60

 Witnesses reported that a white minibus traveling 

along the Suleja-Abuja road slowed down at the venue of the rally and a passenger 

from the vehicle hurled the bomb into the large crowd. The attackers escaped in the 

vehicle. Governor Aliyu, his deputy, Alhaji Ahmed Ibeto, and other senior government 

officials were escorted by security guards and taken to safety.61 Police arrested suspect 

Zakaraaya Garba after he was caught with explosive materials, nearby to where the 

explosion occurred.
62

 

 

• On 24 April 2011, two people were killed and 14 injured in Maiduguri, Nigeria as a result 

of three bombs that were detonated at a hotel and a motor park.  Authorities said that 

all the casualties resulted from the hotel attack. The death toll increased to a total of 

three people, on 25 April 2011, as one of the victims succumbed to his injuries. No 

group claimed responsibility for the attack but authorities suspect Boku Haram. Several 

days after the attack, Boku Haram released a statement where it threatened further 

attacks. The group is opposed to the western methods and wants Islamic education to 
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prevail around Nigeria. Police officers believe Boku Haram took action due to upcoming 

elections, which they are against since it is a western method. 
63

 

 

Tunisia 

• On 1 March 2011, Ibrahim Sulayman al-Robaysh released an audiotape calling for 

continuing with the uprising in the Middle East. The tape lasted ten minutes and was 

released on the internet on behalf of al-Qa'ida. Al-Robaysh urged the people of Tunisia 

to accept the Sharia laws. The tape was recorded after the demonstrations and 

uprisings that took place in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, and Libya in 2011. 

Al-Robaysh stated in the recording: "I am happy, like the others that this tyrant has 

fallen. But I don't think that these events will be beneficial to the plight of Muslims. For 

it could be that they have replaced a horrible situation with a not so bad one. Or 

replaced one tyrant with another." According to U.S. government officials, the tape 

illustrated that al-Qa'ida sought a role in the revolutions.
64

 

 

Algeria 

• On 11 May 2011, seven soldiers were killed when a group of gunmen ambushed a 

military post in Tizrarane, Algeria. At least three of the gunmen were killed during the 

operation, and seven automatic weapons were confiscated. No group claimed 

responsibility for the attack.65 
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ASIA / SOUTH EAST ASIA 

Pakistan 

• On 2 March 2011, Shahbaz Bhatti, 42, the Pakistani Minorities Minister was killed by a 

group of gunmen who ambushed his car in Islamabad, Pakistan.  He had previously 

received death threats for wanting reform to blasphemy laws, which carried a death 

sentence for anyone who insulted Islam. Bhatti, who was visiting his mother at the time 

of the attack, had been offered police assistance but had refused it on this particular 

visit and therefore became an easy target. Bhatti was the only Christian in the federal 

Cabinet. He spoke out in defense of a Christian mother of five who was sentenced to 

death in 2010 for blaspheming Islam.66 Witnesses claimed that the gunmen, who were 

dressed in shawls, escaped in a white Suzuki car. A spokesman for the Tehrik-i-Taliban 

Pakistan claimed responsibility for the attack.
67

 

 

• On 8 March 2011, 25 people were killed and 152 injured, when a car bomb, made up of 

40 kilograms of explosives, was detonated close to a military intelligence agency in 

Faisalabad, Pakistan. When the attackers could not proceed past the security barrier of 

the ISI office, they drove their car to the adjacent Compressed Natural Gas Station, 

where they detonated the bomb.
68

 Several gas canisters were ignited as a result of the 

bomb.  The office of Pakistan International Airlines was severely damaged, as well as 

many buildings in the surrounding area. The bomb caused a seven foot by fifteen foot 

crater on the site of the CNG station.69   Police arrested Muhammad Usman, a resident 

of Karachi, as he attempted to flee the scene. Police said he was carrying five cell 
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phones and Sim Cards and a remote controlled detonation device.
70

  Pakistan's Punjab 

region General of Police, JavedIqbal, reported that two additional suspects were being 

held in connection with the investigation.  Iqbal confirmed that these suspects were 

linked to a banned organization, but would not reveal their identity as the investigation 

was still pending.
71

  Police also believe the suspects were linked to the 3 March 2009 

attack on the Sri Lankan Cricket Team.
72

  Ahsanullah Ahsan, Taliban spokesman, stated 

that the attack was carried out in retaliation for the killing of a Taliban fighter by 

security forces in Faisalabad in 2010.73 

 

• On 9 March 2011, 36 people were killed and 100 people wounded, when a Taliban 

suicide bomber detonated his explosives at a funeral procession in the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan, which is close to the city of Peshawar. The funeral 

was being held for the wife of the pro-government ethnic Pashtun tribal elder, Hakim 

Khan, in Adezai village in the Matani area. Kahn has played an important role in 

establishing the local anti-Taliban group. According to the police, 300 people attended 

the funeral. The Taliban spokesman, Ahsanullah Ahsan, who claimed responsibility for 

the attack said that the funeral was targeted due to its alliance with the Pakistani 

government and the USA.74 There was no state security force present at the funeral. 

Members of the militia were present as guards but were not able to detect the 
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attacker.
75

 Authorities believed that between six and eight kilograms of explosives were 

used by the attacker and that he also carried hand grenades.
76

 

• On 3 April 2011, 49 people were killed and 100 injured, when three explosions occurred 

in the Sakhi Sarwar shrine in Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan. Police believe a suicide bomber 

detonated his explosives at the entrance of the shrine and then a second explosion 

occurred in a bazaar located behind the shrine.  A third explosion was then heard inside 

the shrine and police believe the suicide bomber was targeting the rescue workers.  

Police arrested and identified one of the attackers as Fida Hussain; he was badly injured 

in the attack. The other attackers died as a consequence of their suicide mission. 
77

 

• On 23 May 2011, approximately six armed members of the Pakistani Taliban attacked a 

military base in Karachi, Pakistan at 22:30, taking people hostage, however they were 

later released. The attack lasted 16 hours and resulted in the death of 16 people, 

including 10 soldiers. The motive behind the attack was allegedly to avenge the death of 

Osama bin Laden. Interior Minister Rehman Malik announced to the press that the siege 

was over and said that two of the militants were killed, a third detonated himself, and 

another was buried under debris and that two other militants had escaped.
78

 

 

The attackers first targeted an aircraft parked on the tarmac and equipment in nearby 

hangers. The militants then used rocket-propelled grenades to damage and destroy 

several warplanes. Two marine patrol aircrafts, P-3C Orion aircrafts, given to Pakistan by 

the U.S., were destroyed in the attack. The gunmen then shot several naval personnel as 
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they continued towards the center of the base. Navy commandos and marines then 

attempted to launch a counter attack, which took them more than 17 hours to regain 

control of the base. The commandos were assisted with heavily armed army 

reinforcements and armed army helicopters. Investigators discovered an unexploded 

suicide belt and live grenades at the scene of the attack.
79

 

 

• On 26 May 2011, 32 people were killed and 56 wounded when a suicide car bomber 

attacked the office of District Coordination Officer (DCO) in Hangu, Pakistan. The injured 

were treated in district headquarters hospital where many were in critical condition.80 

The attack caused a large crater and severe damage to the shops, police buildings and 

courts that surrounded the area. The majority of casualties were civilians. Officials said 

the bomb contained 900lb (400kg) of explosives resulting in many of the injured being 

trapped in the rubble. The Pakistani Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack, in 

which they said was in retaliation for Osama bin Laden's death and in the statement, 

spokesman Ehsanullah Ehsan, threatened the future would see even larger attacks.
81

 On 

27 May 2011, the death toll from the attack rose to 36 killed.
 82

  

Afghanistan 

• On 14 March 2011, 36 people were killed and 40 people injured, when a Taliban suicide 

bomber, disguised as an army recruit, attacked a military recruitment center. Four 

children were amongst the dead. These children were working as shoeshine boys, 

working for the crowd waiting outside the center.
83

 The explosion occurred as many 
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young men were waiting to enlist at the army base. Afghan President Hamid Karzai 

condemned the attack calling it a "vile attack" and "an unforgivable act of terror against 

those who wanted to join in army ranks to protect their nation".
84

 Zabiullah Mujahid, a 

Taliban spokesman claimed responsibility for the attack and identified the bomber as a 

resident of Kunduz known as Saifullah.
85

 

India 

• On 3 May 2011, 11 policemen were killed and 25 injured as a result of a landmine attack 

by Maoist rebels in the eastern Indian state of Jharkhand, India. Paramilitary and state 

police were sent to the Sendha area after receiving intelligence that Maoists had set up 

camp there. Upon arrival, the Indian servicemen’s vehicle exploded as it drove over a 

landmine. The casualties were airlifted to a local hospital. A firefight broke out between 

the police and the rebels, resulting in the death of eight rebels.
86

 

Kazakhstan  

• On 17 May 2011, a suicide bomber detonated his explosives at 09:30 outside the 

headquarters of the security services in Aktobe, Kazakhstan wounding three people, 

including a security guard. The authorities cordoned off the area searching for other 

attackers. The bomber was identified as Rakhimzhan Makhatov, however police were 

unclear of his motives. There were some reports in the media; however these were not 

verified that the attack was retaliation for recent arrests in Kazakhstan of Whabi 
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Muslims.
87

 The bomb was home-made and strapped to the bomber's belt; it was self-

activated and low powered device.
88

 

Indonesia 

• On 15 March 2011, three bombs were found in different locations throughout Jakarta, 

Indonesia. One of the three bombs exploded however, the other two were found 

before they were set off. The first bomb, which exploded, was sent to an office building 

and four people were injured in the attack, one seriously. Police believe the target of 

that attack was Ulil Abshar Abdalla, who is a senior member of the Indonesian 

Democratic Party and is known for his outspoken critic toward Islamic groups.  The 

second bomb was sent to General Gorries Mere, director of Densus 88, the Indonesian 

anti-terrorism unit. Police discovered this bomb in the office building of the National 

Narcotics Board. The third bomb target the residence if Yapto Soerjosoemarno, who is 

the head of the Patriot Party and of the Pancasila Youth.  In addition, Soerjosoemarno is 

also known for his strong support of religious freedom. The director of Densus 88 

claimed that there was a connection between the bombs and Abu Bakar Ba'asyir, the 

leader of the Mujahidin Council of Indonesia and Jemaah Islamiah.
89

 The police 

identified the messenger of the book bombs however did not release the information 

to the public.
90

 During mid-April 2011, six people were arrested.  The bomb utilized 

springs and a time box. The arrested men were hiding out in two different houses in the 

east.  With the help of a Bomb Data Center, police were able to compare and contrast 

the 'book bombs' to previous bombs.91  
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• On 15 April 2011, 28 people were injured, including many police officers, when a suicide 

bomber detonated his explosives during Friday prayers at a mosque in a police 

compound in the city of Cirebon, West Java, Indonesia.
92

 Witnesses claimed that the 

attacker was a man, who was sitting amongst the worshippers, when the explosion 

occurred. He was wearing a long black cloth but it was unclear if he was in the second 

or third row of people inside the mosque.
93

 This was the first time a suicide attacker 

had attacked from inside a mosque in Indonesia. Two days later, as part of the police 

investigation, Maj. Gen. Anton Bahrul Alam, the Indonesian National Police 

spokesperson, released a photo of the bomber identified as Muhammad Syarif, 24, a 

local resident. Police used DNA samples to prove his identity and said the bomber's 

head was still intact. The police said Syarif was wearing five layers of clothing to conceal 

the bomb that was strapped to his body.
94

 

• On 21 April 2011, police in Indonesia thwarted a massive terror attack, when they were 

alerted to a 330-pound explosive device that had been placed atop an underground gas 

pipeline about 100 yards from a Roman Catholic Church outside Jakarta that can hold 

up to 3,000 people. Investigators suspected that the bomb was set to go off during 

Good Friday celebrations when the church would be filled with worshipers.
 95
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EUROPE – EASTERN EUROPE 

Germany 

• On 2 March 2011, Arid Uka, 21, killed two U.S. airman and injured two other U.S. 

soldiers, when he attacked a military bus at 15:20 at the Frankfurt International Airport, 

in Germany, outside terminal two.  Uka targeted a military Blue Bird bus that was 

carrying twelve members of the U.S. Air Force. The bus was parked outside the airport 

terminal building. Uka worked as a mail sorter at the airport postal service located close 

to where the bus had parked. Uka approached one waiting airman and asked him for a 

cigarette. He also inquired whether the airmen were to be deployed to Afghanistan. 

When the airman answered that they were to be deployed, Uka fatally shot him in the 

back of the head as the soldier turned to get on the bus.  Witnesses said he then 

shouted "Allahu Akbar!"(God is great) before entering the bus, where he killed the 

driver and continued to fire three shots at two other airmen, wounding them seriously. 

When he attempted to shoot a fifth U.S. soldier, his pistol jammed causing Uka to flee 

the bus and run towards the terminal. The soldier managed to chase Uka, eventually 

catching him, with police assistance, in the airport terminal, where Uka was then 

arrested.
96

 The victims were identified by the U.S. Air Force as Senior Airman Nicholas J. 

Alden , 25, of Williamston, S.C., and Airman First Class Zachary R. Cuddeback, 21, of 

Stanardsville, Va.97 

 

Police said Uka was born in Kosovo and raised Muslim; he grew up in a middle-class 

family in Germany and lived with his parents and siblings. He held passports from both 

Germany and Yugoslavia. German prosecutors believed that Uka had some links with 
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radical Islamic groups on the internet, even though they did not find evidence that 

someone had directly instructed him to carry out the attack. Police discovered that 

several months prior to the incident, Uka became radicalized by connecting with 

extremists on Facebook and online Jihadi forums. During an interrogation by police, Uka 

said he was motivated to carry out the attack after he saw an online video on Youtube 

which showed U.S. soldiers raiding a home in Afghanistan and then raping the daughter 

of the family.
98

 On his Facebook wall he had displayed links to Jihadist songs, wrote 

about "kuffar" (infidels), and displayed hatred against Americans and Jews. He 

confessed to the attack during a court hearing on 3 March 2011 and said that he carried 

out the attack because he believed that America was at war with Islam.
99

 

 

The Netherlands & Belgium 

• On 31 May 2011, three small devices were detonated at Ikea stores in the Netherlands, 

Belgium and France. There were no casualties and no group claimed responsibility. The 

first explosion occurred at an Ikea store in Gent in Belgium. Following a warning, two 

alarm clocks exploded in the warehouse. Several hours later, a garbage bin exploded at 

Ikea's store in Eindhoven in the Netherlands. Police had received a bomb threat in 

connection with the attack. The third explosion occurred near Lille in northern France. 

The authorities believe all three incidents were connected due to the type of explosives 

used and the modus operandi used. Belgian and Dutch police set up an investigation.
 100
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United Kingdom 

• On 17 May 2011, bomb disposal experts made a controlled explosion after a bomb was 

discovered in the luggage compartment of a bus traveling on the outskirts of Maynooth 

in County Kildare, Northern Ireland.101 The incident occurred ahead of a historic visit to 

Northern Ireland from British Queen Elizabeth II’s, who was the first monarch to visit the 

Republic of Ireland since it gained independence from the UK. However, dissident 

groups actively criticized the visit.
102

 Police also received a coded warning about a 

possible bomb in London and a suspicious object at a train station in Dublin, both of 

which turned out to be a hoax and were linked to the monarch’s visit.
103

  

Switzerland 

• On 31 March 2011, a letter bomb exploded at 08:15 at the offices of the Swiss nuclear 

energy association in the town of Olten, lightly injuring two people. Swiss Nuclear is the 

nuclear energy offshoot of the Swiss power industry association. It groups major power 

generating firms in Switzerland. The entrance of the office building, as well as a part of 

the street, was blocked off by police. No damage was caused to the building.
104

 

Belarus 

• On 11 April 2011, 11 people were killed and 204 injured in an explosion that targeted 

the metro system in Minsk, Belarus. The explosion targeted the Central Oktyabrskaya 

station at 17:55 local time. Initially, the cause of the explosion was unknown, but 

investigations discovered the bomb used in the attack contained nails and ball bearings.  

The bomb contained 5-7 kilograms of TNT and was believed to have been left under a 
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platform bench.
105

 Police said that the explosive device was improvised and radio-

controlled.
106

 

Witnesses said they experienced a flash and heard a loud bang as passengers exited the 

train, which had just pulled into the Oktyabrskaya metro station. The force of the 

explosion caused part of the station's ceiling to collapse. The metro station is located 

close to Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko's main office and his residence, as well 

as the country's powerful Security Council.
107

 Two suspects were arrested on 13 April 

2011, but the suspects’ identity was not released to the public. The authorities did say, 

however, that the suspects confessed to the attack and pleaded guilty to Vitebsk cafe 

and Victory day bombing attacks.108 

MIDDLE EAST 

Israel 

• On 23 March 2011, a bomb exploded just after 15:00, at a bus stop located in central 

Jerusalem, killing one woman and injuring 39 others. The woman killed was identified as 

Mary Jean Gardner, 59, a Scottish Christian Bible translator who was studying Hebrew at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem's Rothberg International School. The bomb was 

hidden in a bag and left in a bus stop in a main entrance of Jerusalem. Authorities 

believed the bomb was detonated by a timer device or a cellphone. David Amoyal, 

owner of a kiosk near the bus stop, noticed a suspicious bag and warned people to 

evacuate the area. As he was ringing the police to alert them about the suspicious item, 
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the bomb exploded.
109

 The number 74 bus that was passing at the time of the attack 

absorbed the force of the explosion and was damaged as a result. The incident 

happened next to the Jerusalem Convention Center and the Central Bus Station. The 

entrance to Jerusalem was closed off following the attack, and security forces were on 

heightened alert.
110

 

• On 11 March 2011, five Israeli civilians were murdered in their home in the West Bank 

community of Itamar. Officials blamed Palestinians for the overnight attack, which left a 

couple, two children and a baby dead in Itamar, a Jewish settlement located in the West 

Bank, southeast of Nablus. The terrorist who carried out the attack entered Itamar by 

cutting a fence, and entered the family’s home through a window. The parents and a 

baby were found stabbed to death in the master bedroom. One of the sons, a three-

year-old, still had a pulse when Magen David Adom (MDA) arrived, though they were 

not able to resuscitate him. The victims were pronounced dead by the MDA paramedic 

team. The perpetrator managed to escape before the bodies were discovered. The 

family was apparently asleep when the killer entered their home.
111

  

The five family members that were murdered were survived by three children: Tamar, 

12, and two sons, Roi, aged eight, and Shai, aged two. The daughter discovered the 

bodies when she came home later that night from a youth group meeting. The two sons 

were sleeping in a separate bedroom and were left unharmed. According to Jacob 

Cohen, a neighbor, the terrorists did not notice that the younger son was hidden under 

blankets.112 
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The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) conducted sweeps in the area around Itamar, including 

the nearby Arab village of Awarta, in search for suspects involved in the killing. Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated that the Israeli government would protect its 

citizens by all means. Netanyahu demanded that the Palestinian Authority find and 

punish those responsible for the attack. Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, 

Salam Fayyad, denounced the attack.
113

  

The funeral was attended by thousands of Israelis at the Givat Shaul cemetery, in 

Jerusalem.  Hakim Awad, 17, and his cousin Amjad Awad, 18, were identified as 

members of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and were arrested on 17 

April 2011, after confessing to committing the terrorist attack.114  

• On 20 March 2011, a Grad rocket was fired from Gaza into Israel and landed in southern 

Ashkelon. An incoming-rocket-detecting system sounded off at 19:20 local time. The 

rocket landed in an open area.  As a result of the attack, an elderly woman was lightly 

wounded while attempting to seek shelter and a number of civilians suffered from 

shock.  Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu declared the escalation of rocket-fire 

as criminal attacks by Hamas. He also stated that Israel would act accordingly to defend 

its civilian population.  Ashkelon's Municipality debated whether or not to hold its 

annual Purim holiday parade, in view of the attack, but decided that the parade should 

still take place, though locals were advised to stay alert and security was increased.
115
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Yemen 

• On 6 March 2011, suspected al-Qa'ida gunmen ambushed members of the elite 

Republican Guard killing four soldiers, as they were delivering food to military 

checkpoints near Marib, about 100 miles east of the capital of Sanaa. The attackers 

managed to escape after the attack.
116

 No group claimed responsibility but authorities 

suspect al-Qa'ida militants due to the nature of the attack.
117

 

Iraq 

• On 4 May 2011, at approximately 0700, 21 people were killed and 75 injured, when a 

suicide car bomber drove his vehicle into a barrier outside a police building in Hillah, 

Iraq. The bomber launched his attack as the officers were changing shifts.  The majority 

of the casualties were police officers, including a first lieutenant and a police captain. 

No group claimed responsibility for the attack but authorities suspect al-Qaeda in Iraq. 

The explosion caused a two-meter crater and badly damaged the police station. It also 

caused damage to several nearby houses and shops. The vehicle was packed with 150 

kilograms (330 pounds) of explosives.
118

 Police experts said that the plastic explosive C-

4 was used in the attack.
119

 

• On 19 May 2011, 27 people were killed and 89 others injured, many police officers, in a 

coordinated bomb attack, that targeted local police in Kirkuk, Iraq. The authorities said 

that the first explosion occurred at 09:20 when a bomb attached magnetically to a car 

exploded in the car park of city’s police headquarters. The authorities described this 

bomb as a "sticky bomb" A secondary explosion then occurred as police and emergency 

responders arrived at the scene to help rescue those injured. Just over an hour later, a 
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third car bomb exploded near the convoy of Colonel Aras Mohammed, a senior police 

official in Kirkuk.  He and 13 of his bodyguards were injured in the blast, which also 

caused serious damage to several nearby cars and buildings. 
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